St Nicholas Church, Thames Ditton
Preparation for the Baptism Service
Background Introduction

There are basically two settings in which baptism takes place at St. Nicholas’ Church:
· there is the usual 10 o’clock service, when baptisms are incorporated as part of the normal Parish Communion or Family Service; and 
· there is also the 11:30am service when baptisms take place in a separate, dedicated service after the Parish Communion has finished.

Although in terms of the actual baptism element the two services are identical, there are some superficial differences between the settings:

	
	10:00 a.m. service
	11:30 a.m. service

	Parish congregation
	present

	absent

	Collection

	during the service
	plate at the door

	Approx. duration
	1 hour
	¾ hour

	Hymns

	given
	can select two


The number of children baptised in one service is usually a maximum of three. However, the real limitation is that St. Nicholas’ Church is quite small and can only comfortably accommodate about three average parties; there may be only two candidates if the parties involved are large, or there may be more than 3 candidates if one party supports more than one child – a family having all their children christened together, for instance.

Baptism Notes:

1. Blue Forms. One form per child must be returned to the parish office at least a week before the baptism date. All details entered onto the parish registers, baptism certificates, Godparents’ cards, etc are taken straight from the Blue Form, which is why it is so important. Please make sure that both writing and meaning are really clear. This is especially true where parent have different surnames – for example, the child might be given a double barrelled surname and we don’t know whether to hyphenate it or not. Also, foreign letter and number writing conventions can lead to confusion. Every effort is made to query any doubt, but it is not always apparent.

2. Information Sheets. Only one sheet per baptism party needs to be completed. If you forget to note something on the form, please do not hesitate to call and let us know. The form is supposed to prompt and help rather than being a cut off point.
3. Godparents. Godparents must be Christian! They should also be christened themselves, and preferably confirmed. There are certain very special circumstances where these conditions may not apply, but if there is any doubt at all, please speak directly to the vicar as soon as possible. Please remember that you are selecting these people to help your child’s spiritual life; by baptism, you ‘enrol’ your child in the church, so it makes sense that the people you choose as their special supporters are at least member themselves.
4. Proxies. If Godparents cannot attend the service in person, a proxy can stand in for them. As much notice as possible is good, but in an emergency, arrangements can be made at literally the last minute.

5. Absentees. Sometimes, key people cannot be at the baptism. Reasons could include infirmity or illness, impractical distances to travel, or even if there has been a recent or significant death. If wished, the Vicar can incorporate some brief details – usually in an appropriate prayer – to include these important but absent members of your family.

6. Car parking. The parish car park usually gets quite full with the normal congregation, even for the 11:30 services, as the congregation is usually still in the hall having coffee and biscuits. If visitors use the parish car park, please ensure no-one is blocked in! There is also parking in the Ashley Road car park (free on Sundays) which is a 2 ½ minute walk along Church Walk, or in the neighbouring streets.

7. Location. There is a map enclosed with this letter, but the detail around the church is pretty poor. Please warn anyone who has not been to St Nicks before that you cannot actually see the church from any road, and give really clear directions to anyone meeting you at the church. There are directions and a map on our website www.stnicholaschurch.org.uk 
8. Children. Children are VERY welcome in church, at any of the services. Fidgeting children and crying babies are not a problem, and they can move around the church pretty freely. Everyone at St Nicks is used to parents moving about during services, either retrieving children, or taking them outside to calm down a bit, or bringing them back in. Feeding babies is also commonplace. The only problems can be if children are very and consistently noisy and disruptive as the clergy can have trouble making themselves heard, plus it will detract from the actual service. There are toy bags just inside the main door, and a carpeted area with pencils and paper etc (front pew, right hand side).
9. Buggies and prams. Buggies and prams can be brought into church. However, baptism services are split between the front and back of the church, and there is quite a bit of movement up and down the central aisle. Hence, buggies etc must not be parked at the back round the font, or down the central aisle. Anywhere else, is OK.

10. Seating. Parents and Godparents should sit in the front pew, or at least near the front so they can stand up easily to perform their roles in the service. We will (informally) reserve these seats for you. Otherwise, there is no seating protocol (as there is for a wedding, for example). Please advise guests NOT to sit in the right hand bank of pews (the first ones you reach as you enter by the main door) as you can’t see much from there. The best all-round views are from the ends of the pews, and the font – where the main action is – is at the BACK of the church.
11. Toilet. There is a toilet behind the old organ loft. As you face the alter, go to the left hand wall and follow it as far forward as it will go, following down behind the choir and organ loft. It is quite a narrow corridor, and it is indeed a converted cupboard, but it is pretty soundproof.

12. Special Arrangements. If you expect guests who will need any special arrangements, please let us know in advance if you can. This could include hearing problems (we have a hearing loop, or can reserve seating for lip readers), restricted sight (large print books are available, or reserved seating near to the main action), wheelchair access or immobility (reserved seating and/or car parking), or anything else which may cause one of your guests discomfort or awkwardness. Please do note that St Nicks is a very old church; it is very beautiful, but has very uneven floors which can surprise anyone with restricted leg movement (e.g.: the elderly or anyone on crutches), and the doors are quite narrow for wheelchair or double buggy access. If the sidesmen do not get there first to open doors or do whatever, please tell your guests not to be shy or to feel awkward about either asking for help or just doing it themselves if they prefer.

13. Photography and videos. The ‘rule’ is that anything goes so long as it does not disrupt the service. Hence, videos are fine (though please restrict it to one per family) so long as there is no bobbing about, flash photography is NOT allowed during the service though other photos are fine, quiet cameras are best (PLEASE no focussing beeps!), tripods are not allowed as they get in the way, etc. The clergy will pose for photos after the service, but please – no barrage of flashes as the water is poured on the head!
14. Fees. There are no direct clergy fees for a baptism, though families usually like to make an offering of thanksgiving.  However …….

15. Collections. During the 10am service, there is the normal collection during the service. For 11:30 services, there is a collection plate by the main door. Gift Aid envelopes are on the pews for use if appropriate.

16. Mementos. You will of course receive the Certificate of Baptism, and the candle lit for your child as part of the Baptism Service, and the Godparents receive special memento cards. In addition, the names of baptised children appear in the Notice Sheet given out in the 10am service on the day of baptism. Copies will be at the back of the church if you would like one.

17. Hymns. For 10am services, hymns are chosen by the clergy depending on the church season. For 11:30 services, families can suggest/request 1 or 2 hymns depending on how many families are attending. There are no restrictions on options, though some are more appropriate than others. In all cases, the organist will have the final decision, and power of veto if he feels it necessary.
18. Older candidates. For babies, the clergy will usually simply hold them. For older children (wriggly toddlers onwards) it can be better for the parents to hold them, or for the child to stand on a box. In all cases, the clergy will be guided by what the parents feel to be the most comfortable option – please let us know, even (or especially) if this changes font-side.

19. Older siblings. Older siblings, Godchildren, or any other significant children you wish to involve, can help the clergy pour the water, and generally prepare the font for baptism. Whilst not a central role, it can involve them in a significant way and stop them feeling left out. Please let us know via the white Information Form.
20. Welcomings. For 11:30 candidates, families will be asked to bring their children along to a subsequent 10am service to be introduced to the congregation. This is not a major event (you do not need to invite the whole baptism party back again, though they are of course welcome,), is very informal, and is just so the church congregation can meet its newest members. Usually, you will be invited along to the 10am Family Service following your baptism service, but if this is not convenient; you can suggest any other date to sit your family.

                                                                                                                                 …..end.
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