St Nicholas Church, Thames Ditton

Invitation
For candidates being baptised in 11:30 a.m. services

You are booked for an 11:30 a.m. Baptism Service, where St. Nicholas’ usual congregation is absent. During your service, ‘the congregation’ comprises just your family and the families of the other baptism candidates, who thus represent themselves and the St. Nicholas’ congregation. The vows made by ‘the congregation’ represent a serious commitment to support your child(ren) and your family’s spiritual growth. Although this can – and should – be part of your immediate family’s role, there is also a part to be played by your parish neighbours. After all, the point of baptism is to make your child(ren) part of the Church.

Hence, St. Nicholas’ congregation would like to invite you to a short Presentation ceremony to welcome your child(ren) into the congregation. This is not obligatory, or very formal, but is intended just to introduce you and your family to the St. Nick’s congregation, and vice versa.

This welcoming usually takes place within the following month’s 10:00 a.m. Family Service (the first service of the month), although pretty much any Sunday service can be suitable if the Family Service isn’t convenient. Please confirm on the Information Sheet the date you would like to attend for your child(ren)’s Welcoming (box called “Presentation Date”). 

Towards the end of the service, any newly baptised children are welcomed into the congregation, and your child(ren) would be included with these. This really is not an onerous experience; babies are simply lifted up and introduced by their (new!) Christian names, and they get a round of appreciative applause and lots of coos and oohs and aahs. Older candidates may wish for more anonymity, but something can always be agreed to suit every individual.

Obviously, any or all of your baptism party are welcome at the ceremony, but the point is to introduce you and your children, so attendance by anyone else is not necessary if inconvenient.

Just turn up at church for the usual 10:00 a.m. service, sit somewhere so that you can get to the front reasonably easily, and wait for the Vicar to call you up. (This is usually near the end of the service, so relax and enjoy the rest of the service).
We very much hope you can bring your child(ren) along to be welcomed, as it is a shame for such an important spiritual step to be undertaken so much outside the normal congregation’s view.

Please do not hesitate to call me or the clergy if you wish to ask anything in advance.

With best regards

Yvonne Scicluna

PS: After every 10:00 a.m. service, tea, coffee, squash and biscuits are served in the Parish Hall, which is an opportunity to meet the rest of the congregation before going home for Sunday Lunch. Please do drop in if you have time.

